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Housing potential for
combined 6mil people

Nikki Fabian

KOTA KINABALU: Deputy Chief Minister II
Datuk Seri Dr Joachim Gunsalam reiter-
ated that the housing industry is an im-
portant contributor to the Malaysian
economy and provider of new job oppor-
tunities as well as contributing to total
output (GDP).

“The housing sector is still promising
despite some issues and challenges.
Higher economic growth and income cor-
relate directly to property prices,” he said.

Hence, the Deputy Chief is optimistic
and confident that the housing sector will
prevail despite some issues and chal-
lenges and will continue to grow with the
commitment and efforts of the Govern-
ment in transforming this sector, coupled
with the rapid development of informa-

* tion technology and communication.

“This is also an opportune time, seeing
that East Malaysia itself is a growth mar-
ket for the housing sector,” Joachim who
is also Local Government and Housing
Minister said when officiating the roof
topping ceremony of the Coral Bay @
Sutera organised by GSH Corporation
Limited and China Railway Construction
Group (CRCG) (M) Sdn Bhd Thursday.

Joachim said Sabah, Sarawak and
Labuan have a total combined population
of 6million in 2021, from the Department

of Statistic Malaysia.

He said as the market and economy
eventually adapted to a pandemic envi-
ronment, the residential real éstate mar-
ket in Sabah experienced a significant
return in 2021, A total of 4,805 transac-
tions totaling RM1.941 billion were regis-
tered, representing yearly increases of
20.61pc and 37.71pc, respectivély (Max,
2021),- the Edge/ Rahim & Co Kota Kina-
balu housing Property Monitor: /

“The housing industry is an important
contributor to the Malaysian economy by
providing new job opportunities and also
contributing to total output (GDP),
Higher economic growth and income cor-
relate directly to property prices,” he said.

Joachim also said that the Sabah Gov-
ernment would expect big returns from
the Sabah-Malaysia My Second Home
(SBH-MM2H) initiative participants.

He said a minimum stay of 30 days per

.year is one of the SBH-MM2H pro-

gramme's requirements and an individual
or family is only allowed to stay for5+5
years in Sabah,

Other requirements include being able
to buy property for RM600,000 or more,
obtaining a medical check-up certificate
from the applicant’s country of origin and
opening a bank account in any Sabah-
based local bank with a RM200,000 fixed

deposit, :

“Through the participation of tourists
in this programme, the state will benefit
economically through property pur-
chases, the inflow of funds, and the stim-
ulation of the local economy,” he said.

The MM2H initiated by the State Gov-
ernment was adapted from the “Malaysia
My Second Home” programme imple-
mented by the Federal Government under
the tourism sector, which is one of the
main economic sectors emphasised in the
five-year Hala Tuju Sabah Maju Jaya (SM])
Development Plan 1.0 (2021-2025).

Joachim said this programme aims to
attract and grant foreign tourists who
meet all the necessary criteria the right to
stay in Sabah for a period of time.

“Given its stunning and picturesque
scenery, Sabah has a great deal of poten-
tial for drawing tourists who would like to
make it their second home.

Furthermore, Sabah's unique mix of
ethnic groups and cultures is one of the
state's main attractions for tourists,” he
said, adding the SBH-MM2H programme
incentivises foreign tourists with plenty of
rewards.

On the rooftopping ceremony, Joachim
said it is a long-standing tradition in the
construction industry that celebrates
project milestones.

Joachim

Ioolng ata mel of lhe project.

AGC to oppose bid by Bersatu
on vacating Sabah seats

KUALA LUMPUR: The Attorney General's
Chambers (AGC) will raise an objection
against Bersatu's application for leave to ini-
tiate ajudicial review against Dewan Rakyat

Speaker Datuk Johari Abdul and four mem-

bers of parliament from Sabah.

Bersatu had filed the legal action for Jo-
hari to declare as vacant the seats held by
the four MPs,

Senior Federal Counsel Ahmad Hanir
Hambaly, representing the AGC, said the
objection will be raised at the hearing of the
judicial review application on August 29 be-
fore High Court Judge Datuk Amarjeet
Singh.

“The judicial review leave application is
set for case management via online before
Deputy Registrar Firdaus Sidqi Sharil Azli
today,” he said when contacted.

When contacted, lawyer Chetan Jeth-
wani, representing Bersatu, confirmed the
matter.

The application for the judicial review

was filed by Bersatu vice president Datuk
Seri Ronald Kiandee and Datuk Captain
(Rtd) Muhammad Suhaimi Yahya as public
officers of the party on April 17.

Bersatu named Johari and MPs Datuk
Armizan Mohd Ali (Papar), Khairul Firdaus
Akbar Khan (Batu Sapi), Datuk Jonathan
Yasin (Ranau) and Datuk Matbali Musah
(Sipitang) as the first to fifth respondents.

In the application, Bersatu is seeking an
order to revoke a decision made by Johari,
through a letter dated last Jan 16, which
stated that the second to fifth respondents
had clarified and confirmed that there was
no vacant parliamentary seat based on the
interpretation of the constitution of Gabun-
gan Rakyat Sabah (GRS) and Bersatu,

Bersatu s also seeking a declaration that
the four MPs had ceased to be members of
the Dewan Rakyat in accordance with Arti-
cle 49A of the Federal Constitution, as well
as an order for Johari to confirm the four
seats as vacant. - Bernama



